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ENGLISH 
 
ENGLISH I 
Grade 9 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One  
Prerequisite: None 
 
English I continues the study of 
composition and literature, reinforces 
the skills of basic reading and 
grammar, and stresses study skills. 
Composition exercises include journal 
entries, paragraphs, outlines, themes, 
essays, short stories, and speeches. 
The literature through which reading 
and comprehension skills are stressed 
includes emphasis on textual 
vocabulary. 
 
ENGLISH I HONORS 
Grade 9 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One; .5 QP 
Prerequisite: A or B in 8th Grade 
Language Arts 
 
The first year of the honors English 
program starts the student on a 
sequentially developed English 
program that is designed to challenge 
students in areas of grammar, 
composition, and literature. Students 
learn basic research skills in 
preparation for writing and presenting 
speeches and compiling bibliographic 
information. A variety of classic novels, 
short stories, poems and dramas are 
studied in depth with emphasis on 
literature analysis. 
 
MATH*** 
 
NC MATH 1 
Grades 9-11 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
 
Math 1 provides students the 
opportunity to study concepts of 
algebra, geometry, functions, number 
and operations, statistics and 
modeling throughout the course. 
These concepts include expressions in 
the real number system, creating and 

reasoning with equations and 
inequalities, interpreting and building 
simple functions, expressing geometric 
properties and interpreting categorical 
and quantitative data. 
 
NC MATH 1 HONORS 
Grades 9-11 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One; .5 QP 
Prerequisite: A in 8th Grade Math 
 
NC Math 1 Honors provides students 
with a more rigorous opportunity to 
study concepts of algebra, geometry, 
functions, number and operations, 
statistics and modeling throughout the 
course. These concepts include 
expressions in the real number system, 
creating and reasoning with equations 
and inequalities, interpreting and 
building simple functions, expressing 
geometric properties and interpreting 
categorical and quantitative data. 
 
NC MATH 2 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: Math I 
 
NC Math 2 continues a progression of 
the standards established in Math 1. In 
addition to these standards, NC Math 
2 includes: polynomials, congruence 
and similarity of figures, trigonometry 
with triangles, modeling with 
geometry, probability, making 
inferences and justifying conclusions. 
 
NC MATH 2 HONORS 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One, .5 QP 
Prerequisite: B in 8th Grade Math I  
 
NC Math 2 Honors is a brisk-paced, in-
depth course dealing with both theory 
and application. Two- and three-
dimensional figures are studied with 
concepts of space geometry being 
integrated with plane geometry 
throughout the text. Other topics 
include deductive reasoning, indirect 
proofs, trigonometry, constructions, 

coordinate geometry, and 
transformations. 
 
*** Highly qualified, motivated 
students with a strong passion for 
STEM may be eligible to double up on 
math or science in 9th grade (but not 
both). Only students who wish to take 
more math and science than is 
required to graduate should consider 
this option. Talk to your middle school 
counselor, math teacher and science 
teacher before considering this 
important decision. 
 
SCIENCE*** 
 
EARTH/ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
Grade 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One  
Prerequisite: None 
 
The Earth/Environmental Science 
curriculum focuses on the function of 
the earth's systems. Emphasis is placed 
on matter, energy, crystal dynamics, 
environmental awareness, materials 
availability, and the cycles that 
circulate energy and material through 
the earth system. The areas of inquiry 
include: energy in the earth systems, 
geochemical cycles, origin and 
evolution of the universe, 
predictability of a dynamic earth, and 
human interactions with the earth's 
geologic and environmental systems. 
 
EARTH/ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
HONORS 
Grade 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One, 1 QP 
Prerequisite: A in 8th grade science 
 
Honors Earth/Environmental Science 
course focuses on the functions of the 
earth's systems in a more in-depth, 
detailed, and demanding perspective 
than Earth/Environmental Science. 
Special emphasis is placed on hands-
on projects and application of 
concepts. 
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BIOLOGY HONORS 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One, .5 QP 
Prerequisite: A in 8th grade science or B 
in 8th grade Earth Science. 
 
This course is an in-depth study of 
biology which involves research and 
individual laboratory work. The topics 
include: energy of life, cell structure 
and function, reproduction, genetics, 
adaptation, classification, psychology, 
environment and ecology, dissection 
and comparative anatomy. Honors 
Biology is designed to develop the 
student's ability to observe and 
understand the living world. 
 
NOTE:  Students who took standard 8th 
Grade Science who select this option 
may only choose this if they meet the 
pre-requisite and intend to take AP 
Environmental Science to fulfil the 
graduation requirement for Earth & 
Env Science. This is a good option for 
students who may be competitive 
applications for the NC School of 
Science & Mathematics (NCSSM).  For 
more information on NCSSM go to 
www.ncssm.edu.  
 
CHEMISTRY HONORS 
Grades 10-12 (some 9th may qualify) 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One, .5 QP 
Prerequisite: A in 8th Grade Earth 
Science and 8th Grade Math 1, B in 
Biology Honors 
Chemistry is the study of matter and 
the change it undergoes. Topics 
include: Atomic theory, periodic table 
of elements, chemical bonding, 
chemical equations, stoichemistry, 
equilibrium, rates of reactions, acid-
base chemistry. The student MUST 
have a PROFICIENT WORKING 
KNOWLEDGE of mathematical 
equations. Problem solving skills are 
emphasized. Areas that are stressed 
are formal lab presentation, technical 
writing, data analysis, chemical 
concepts, and laboratory techniques. 
 

NOTE:  This option is intended for 
accelerated math and science students 
who are truly passionate about STEM 
and wish to maximize their AP math 
and science options later in high 
school. Students who have not 
completed Math 1 in 8th grade will not 
be able to take this course as 9th 
graders but may take it in 10th grade. 
 
*** Highly qualified, motivated 
students with a strong passion for 
STEM may be eligible to double up on 
math or science in 9th grade (but not 
both). Only students who wish to take 
more math and science than is 
required to graduate should consider 
this option. Talk to your middle school 
counselor, math teacher and science 
teacher before considering this 
important decision.  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
CIVICS LITERACY 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Civic Literacy is the study and 
understanding of citizenship and 
government. Through the Inquiry-
based C3 Framework, this one-
semester course provides students 
with a sound understanding of civic 
life, politics, and government, 
including a short history of 
government’s foundation and 
development in the United States of 
America. Students learn how power 
and responsibility are shared and 
limited by the government, the impact 
American politics has on world affairs, 
law in the American constitutional 
system, and the rights that the 
American government guarantees its 
citizens. Students also examine how 
the world is organized politically and 
how to be an active participant in the 
American and global political systems. 
Students will study the foundations of 
American democracy and the origins of 
American government. The roles of 
political parties, campaigns & 

elections, public opinion, and the 
media will be analyzed to determine 
their effects on the individual and all 
who call the United States home. 
 
CIVICS LITERACY HONORS 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One; .5 QP 
Prerequisite: A in 8th Grade Social 
Studies 
 
Civic Literacy is the study and 
understanding of citizenship and 
government. Through the Inquiry-
based C3 Framework, this one-
semester course provides students 
with a sound understanding of civic 
life, politics, and government, 
including a short history of 
government’s foundation and 
development in the United States of 
America. Students learn how power 
and responsibility are shared and 
limited by the government, the impact 
American politics has on world affairs, 
law in the American constitutional 
system, and the rights that the 
American government guarantees its 
citizens. Students also examine how 
the world is organized politically and 
how to be an active participant in the 
American and global political systems. 
Students will study the foundations of 
American democracy and the origins of 
American government. The roles of 
political parties, campaigns & 
elections, public opinion, and the 
media will be analyzed to determine 
their effects on the individual and all 
who call the United States home. 
Deeper engagement with the 
curriculum as well as additional work 
(paper, project and/or presentation 
formats) will be expected of Honors 
students. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO NEW TESTAMENT 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One elective 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course includes an introduction to 
the New Testament including research 
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and reference skills and how the Bible 
came into English. Focus is on the first 
four books of the New Testament 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), 
especially those stories often 
encountered in literature, music, and 
art. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO OLD TESTAMENT 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One elective 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course includes an introduction to 
the Hebrew Bible and the English Old 
Testament, including research and 
reference skills and how the Bible 
came into English. Focus is on the 
Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), 
especially those stories often 
encountered in literature, music, and 
art. As time allows the course 
concludes with an overview of the 
TANAK/English O. T. 
 
HEALTH & PE 
 
HEALTH & PE 
Grades 9- 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Health & PE emphasizes the 
importance of understanding the 
physical, mental, social, and emotional 
elements of the body, the 
responsibility of each person in 
maintaining and promoting good 
health and safety individually and as a 
group, and the development of 
desirable relationships with others. 
 
WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
CHINESE I 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisites: Rising 9th graders – A or 
B in 8th grade Math and A or B in 8th 
grade English 
 

Chinese I teaches students to engage 
in short conversations, including the 
use of proper gestures. The student 
learns to converse on subjects related 
to daily life. Students are introduced to 
the pronunciation system – Pinyin, 
basic characters, vocabulary, and 
numbers. The student in encouraged 
to appreciate different cultures. 
 
CHINESE II 
Grades 10-12 (some 9th may qualify) 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisites: Chinese I taken in MS 
 
Chinese II teaches students to engage 
in more detailed conversations and 
interpret and present information 
about daily life. Vocabulary, sentence 
structure and characters are presented 
in more detail. Students continue to 
learn and appreciate aspects of 
different cultures. 
 
SPANISH I 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: Rising 9th Graders - A or 
B in 8th Grade Math and A or B in 8th 
Grade English 
Spanish I teaches the student to read 
and write simple Spanish. The student 
learns to ask and to answer simple 
questions concerning various aspects 
of daily life. The student is encouraged 
to appreciate Hispanic cultures. 
 
SPANISH II 
Grades 10-12 (some 9th may qualify) 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: Spanish I taken in MS 
 
Spanish II increases the student’s 
listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills. Vocabulary is expanded, 
and students are introduced to more 
complex grammar rules. Students 
participate in oral grammar drills and 
oral question and answer exercises. 
Appreciation for the Hispanic culture 
becomes more defined. 
 

F INE ARTS ELECTIVES 
 
CONCERT BAND (Beg and/or Int)  
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: Audition or teacher 
recommendation 
 
In this course, students learn musical 
works of various composers, 
instrumental technique and 
proficiency on their instrument, 
musical terms and music theory. This 
course has limited after-school and 
evening performance requirements. 
Performance as a band is essential to 
this class and represents a large 
portion of the final grade. Students 
may choose to take Band all year. 
 
DANCE (Beg and/or Intermediate) 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One Semester 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
Beginning dance uses a modern dance 
based approach to explore movement 
as a creative art form. Through 
ensemble work, students use 
performance values, movement skills, 
and critical thinking skills to 
communicate through movement. 
Students will have the opportunity to 
experience and present work taking 
the roles of dancer, choreographer, 
and evaluator. Incorporation of 
cultural awareness and historical 
significance will broaden appreciation 
for dance as an art form. Students may 
choose to take Dance all year. 
 
FUNDAMENTALS & FOUNDATIONS OF 
THEATRE (Beginning) 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course focuses on learning the 
essential vocabulary, establishing 
performance skills, as well as exploring 
basics of technical theatre and theatre 
history. 
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MIXED CHORUS (Beg and/or Int) 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This chorus is a beginning level class 
that emphasizes the development of 
basic vocal technique and music 
reading skills. Performance as a choral 
group is essential to this class and 
represents a large portion of the final 
grade. Students may choose to take 
Chorus all year. 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One Elective 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course is for students who have 
an interest in music but do not wish to 
participate in performance groups 
such as band and chorus. Emphasis is 
placed on music history in relation to 
styles, composers and 
instrumentation. A wide range of 
musical elements is explored from the 
development of simple instruments 
and early musical rhythms to music 
technology of the 21st century. 
Students have the opportunity to 
engage in a wide range of topics in 
relation to all forms of music. 
 
VISUAL ART (Beginning) 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course is the basic beginning 
course to art fundamentals, based on 
the Elements of Art, and includes art 
appreciation and art application. It is 
an activity-oriented course that 
includes the fundamental of drawing, 
painting, and color theory. 
Consideration is given to the 
exploration of media in both two 
dimensional and three-dimensional 
works. 
 
 

OTHER ELECTIVES 
 
INTRODUCTION TO BROADCASTING 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course will explore the role of 
radio and television broadcasting in 
our society. In addition, this course will 
introduce basic production concepts 
involved in broadcasting media. To this 
extent, this course will feature hands-
on experiences with various media 
technology as students design and 
produce various video projects.  
 
MODERN FITNESS 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: Health & PE 
 
This health and physical education 
course promotes and encourages high 
levels of health and wellness in the 
students. Special attention is given to 
help students increase levels of fitness 
in four areas: cardio-respiratory, 
muscular strength, endurance, and 
flexibility. The course content is 
presented in theory and application. 
 
WEIGHT TRAINING (MEN’S OR 
WOMEN’S) 
Grades 9-12 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit: One 
Prerequisite: Health & PE 
 
This course is a progressive program of 
weight training. In addition to 
weightlifting, this course includes 
agility drills designed to help the 
athlete improve his/her speed and 
quickness. This course is primarily for 
athletes. 
 
CAREER & TECHNICAL ED (CTE)  
 
CONSTRUCTION CORE 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9, 10  

Length of Course: One block  
Credit: One 
 
This course covers the National Center 
for Construction Education and 
Research (NCCER) Core certification 
modules required for the NCCER 
curriculum-area programs, and an 
additional Green module. The course 
content includes: basic safety, 
introduction to construction math, 
introduction to hand tools, 
introduction to power tools, 
introduction to construction drawing 
blueprints, material handling, basic 
communication skills, basic 
employability skills, and “Your Role in 
the Green Environment”. The 
additional Green module has been 
added to provide students with 
instruction in the green environment, 
green construction practices, and 
green building rating systems. Also, it 
will help students better understand 
their personal impacts on the 
environment and make them more 
aware of how to reduce their carbon 
footprint. English Language Arts and 
Mathematics are reinforced. 
 
DRAFTING I 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9, 10, 11  
Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
 
This course introduces students to the 
use of simple and complex graphic 
tools used to communicate and 
understand ideas, concepts and trends 
found in the areas of architecture, 
manufacturing, engineering, science, 
and mathematics, sketching and 
computer assisted design (CAD) skills 
and techniques. 
 
FOUNDATIONS OF HEALTH SCIENCE 
Prerequisite: None 
Eligibility: 9, 10 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit:  One 
 
This course is designed to assist 
potential health care workers in their 
role and function as health team 
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members. Topics include medical 
terminology, the history of health care, 
healthcare agencies, ethics, legal 
responsibilities, health careers, holistic 
health, health care trends, cultural 
awareness, communication, medical 
math, leadership, and career decision 
making. English language arts are 
reinforced. 
 
ANIMAL SCIENCE I 
Prerequisite: None 
Eligibility: 9, 10, 11 
Length of Course: One term 
Credit:  One 
 
This course focuses on the basic 
scientific principles and processes that 
are involved in animal physiology, 
breeding, nutrition, and care in 
preparation for an animal science 
career major. Topics include animal 
diseases, introduction to animal 
science, animal nutrition, animal 
science issues, career opportunities, 
and animal evaluation. 
 
HORTICULTURE I 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9, 10, 11  
Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
 
This course provides instruction on the 
broad field of horticulture with 
emphasis on the scientific and 
technical knowledge for a career in 
horticulture. Topics in this course 
include plant growth and 
development, plant nutrition, media 
selection, basic plant identification, 
pest management, chemical disposal, 
customer relations, and career 
opportunities. 
 
MARKETING 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9, 10 
Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
 
In this course, students develop an 
understanding of the processes 
involved from the creation to the 
consumption of products/services. 

Students develop an understanding 
and skills in the areas of distribution, 
marketing-information management, 
market planning, pricing, 
product/service management, 
promotion, and selling. Students 
develop an understanding of 
marketing functions applications and 
impact on business operations. 
 
MARKETING HONORS 
Prerequisite: None, A in 8th Grade 
English recommended 
Eligibility: 9, 10 
Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
 
In this course, students develop an 
understanding of the processes 
involved from the creation to the 
consumption of products/services. 
Students develop an understanding 
and skills in the areas of distribution, 
marketing-information management, 
market planning, pricing, 
product/service management, 
promotion, and selling. Students 
develop an understanding of 
marketing functions applications and 
impact on business operations. 
Students taking Honors will engage 
more deeply with the curriculum and 
complete additional projects, papers 
and/or presentations. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF BUSINESS & FINANCE 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9, 10 
Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
 
This course introduces students to 
topics related to business, finance, 
management, and marketing to cover 
business in the global economy, 
functions of business organization and 
management, marketing basics, and 
significance of business financial and 
risk management. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF FAMILY & HUMAN 
SERVICES 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9, 10  

Length of Course: One term  
Credit: One 
 
Students learn life literacy skills and 
individual, family, and community 
systems in the context of the human 
services field. Emphasis is placed on 
human development, professional 
skills, diversity, analyzing community 
issues, and life management. Activities 
engage students in exploring various 
helping professions, while building 
essential life skills they can apply in 
their own lives to achieve optimal 
wellbeing.  
 
AoIT Courses (Academy of Info Tech) 
 
Adobe Visual Design Academy Honors 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9th Grade AoIT Students  
Length of Course: One quarter  
Credit: One half 
 
Course description not yet available. 
 
Introduction to Computer Science 
Academy Honors 
Prerequisite: None  
Eligibility: 9th Grade AoIT Students  
Length of Course: One quarter  
Credit: One half 
 
Course Description not yet available.  
 
NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


